A new dental journal may seem to be neither necessary nor desirable. There appears before the mind an array of dental journals, unread and frequently unopened, with their similarity of subject matter and rich display of advertisements. Favorites are read promptly and with enthusiasm. But, because our reading hours are limited, we naturally hesitate to interest ourselves in any addition to the above groups. For several years a definite need has been felt by periodontists for an independent medium of expression to stimulate general interest in, and to record the development of, periodontia. The Journal ofPeriodontology, published to meet this need, makes no claim upon a competitive basis in the field of dental journalism, since it is unlike any other dental journal.
Incongruous as it may seem, most dentists fail to give serious attention to periodontal lesions, although of teeth that are extracted approximately half are lost on account of these lesions. We tend to be indifferent to periodontal conditions, or to delegate the responsibility for their treatment to the physician and the dental hygienist, until such time as extraction is indicated. A careful survey of the gap between the dental and medical points of view would disclose that inattention to the periodontium and its requirements is undermining the foundation upon which dentistry depends for its position as a health measure. To improve our perspective of dental service we must hold the environment and the supporting tissues of the teeth in high regard.
The prevention and effective treatment of periodontal lesions is an essential part of the correct practice of dentistry. Since no chain is stronger than its weakest link, we must conclude that until we familiarize ourselves with the principles of successful periodontic practice, and accept our responsibilities in this relation, dentistry will be topheavy and subject to an undertow of criticism. It is unfortunate that periodontia is looked upon as a specialty, when most of the patho-logic conditions in the periodontium are preventable by dentists for their patients. All true periodontists hope that the time will soon come when every graduate in dentistry will be at least as ably equipped to combat periodontal disease as to contend with dental caries.
A suggestion for a periodical dealing with periodontia was made by the President of the American Academy of Periodontology in his address in 1928, but no action was taken. In 1929, however, the sudden passing of one of the most beloved members of the Academy, leading spirit in its organization, a past-president and a fellow, called for a suitable tribute to the memory of Doctor Gillette Hayden, greatgranddaughter of the pioneer Horace H. Hayden, M.D., D.D.S. The Journal of Periodontology is the out-growth of a suggestion by the present executive of the Academy that this memorial tribute be in the nature of a periodical devoted to periodontia and dedicated to her memory. To be a memorial worthy of her character, the Journal must be creative, not competitive-"an opener of doors for" the journals that come after it. It must not pave a blind alley in dental journalism; must be free to publish truth; and must typify servicemembers of the Academy do, without remuneration, much of the work required in its publication.
The Journal of Periodontology is published to serve as the professional journal of periodontia; to keep dentists in touch with research in this and related fields; to stimulate greater interest in the supporting tissues of the teeth and their relation to the general health. It contains original papers of scientific interest, the proceedings of the American Academy of Periodontology, and abstracts of current dental literature relating to periodontia. The abstracts alone make the Journal a permanent fund of information readily available to teachers, researchers, clinicians, and students. We hope also it will, in the words of Sydney Smith, "make men wise in ten pages who have no appetite for a hundred pages." This year approximately 200 pages of scientific and practical information will be published; and, since "advertisements add nothing to green pastures," there will be none.
All who are actively interested in the welfare of the new journal are deeply appreciative of this opportunity to present their aims to the readers of the Journal of Dental Research. May the latter long continue as the ideal in dental journalism.
